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RECEIVED 

IN THE CLAIMS: CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

FEB 0 7 2008 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for placement of an anchor in an animal subject, 
comprising: * J 

a pair of anchor extensions engageable to the animal subject, each anchor extension 
including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal ends forming an alignment axis 
therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; and 

a guide instrument mountable adjacent said proximal ends of said pair of anchor 
extensions, said guide instrument including a guide member defining a guide axis intersecting 
said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of anchor extensions, wherein said guide member 
is rotatable around said proximal ends of said anchor extensions while mounted thereto to 
reposition said guide axis relative to said anchor extensions while maintaining said guide axis in 
intersecting relation with said alignment axis, wherein said guide instrument includes a mounting 
assembly coupled with said guide member, said mounting assembly being removably mounted to 
said pair of anchor extensions and said mounting assembly includes a mounting member and a 
coupling member rotatably mounted to and extending pfoximally from said mounting member, 
said mounting member being removably mounted between said pair of anchor extensions along a 
mounting axis , wherein said guide member is coupled to said coupling member at a hinge, and 

i ! 

said hinge is offset proximally from said proximal ends of said paiil of anchor extensions so that 
coupling member is rotatable 360 degrees around said mounting mbmber when said mounting 

member is mounted between said pair of anchor extensions . 

■ i 

i \ 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 , further comprising an inserter including a proximal 
portion pivotally mountable adjacent said proximal ends of said pair of anchor extensions and a 
distal portion extending transversely to said proximal portion, said distal portion being movable 
about said proximal ends of said pair of anchor extensions by pivoting said proximal portion 
relative thereto. 
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3. (Original) The system of claim 2, further comprising a connecting element releasably 
engageable to said distal portion of said inserter, said connecting element being positionable 
along said alignment axis with said inserter. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein ^aid connecting element is a rod. 



5. (Original) The system of claim 3 3 farther comprising ajpair of anchors each including 
a distal portion engageable to a bony segment of the animal subject, said pair of anchors further 
each including a proximal receiver portion defining a passageway plignable along the alignment 
axis, said pair of anchor extensions being mountain wrth a corresponding one of said receiver 
portions of said anchors. 



6. (Original) The system of claim 5, wherein sJaid pair of anchors are multi-axial 



screws. 



Claims 7-8 (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously presented) The system of claim wherein said coupling member is 
removably mounted to said mounting member. 



10. (Previously presented) The system of claim 1, wherein 
pivotally coupled to said coupling member about a hing:e axis offset 



11. (Original) Hie system of claim 10, wherein; said guide member includes a bore 
extending along said guide axis. 



1, wherein 



said' coupling member is 
mounting pin extending 
said mounting axis. 



12. (Previously presented) The system of jclaim 

rotatably and removably coupled to said mounting member with a 

i 

through a bore of said mounting member, said bore extending along 
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13. (Original) Th e syst e m of claim 12, wherein 



animal subject, comprising: 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL PAX CENTER 



@008 



FEB 0 7 2008 

*A system for placement of an anchor in an 



a pair of anchor extensions engageable to jthe animal subject each anchor extension 



including a proximal end and a distal end, said diital enjds forming an alignment axis 



a guide instrument mountable adiacent sai 


1 I! 

d prd&mal ends of said pair of anchor 


extensions, said guide instrument including a guic 


'1; 

e member defining a guide axis intersecting 


said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of 


anchiJf extension's, wherein said guide member 


is rotatable around said proximal ends of said anc 


bor extensions while mounted thereto to 


reposition said guide axis relative to said anchor e 


xtenslbns while Jnaintaining said guide axis in 


intersecting relation with said alignment axis, whe 


jrein Jaid guide ihstrument includes a mounting 


assembly coupled with said guide member, said n 


lountihg assembly being removably mounted to 

I i . ! 



coupling member rotatably mounted to and extending proximally from said mounting member, 

* | j j i 

said mounting member being removably mounted between said pair of anchor extensions along a 



mounting axis, wherein: | j 

said coupling member is rotatably and removafr 



y coupled to said mounting member with 



a mounting pin extending through a bore of said iliountihg member, said bore extending along 



said mounting axis: and 

said mounting pin includes a distal portio^i 
including a pair of longitudinal fingers and a slot 



posifjonable in 
between said fingi 



14. (Currently amended) The system of claim 
include a radial projection p roj e cting engageable to said; 
pin is positioned through said bore. 



said bore, said distal portion 
;ers. 



13, wherein said 
mounting 



pair of fingers each 
member when said mounting 



Claim 15 (Cancelled) 



i! 



16. (Currently amended) A system for pl^cembiit of an anchor in an animal subject, 
comprising: 

' i 
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a pair of anchor extensions engageable to the animal subject, each anchor extension 
including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal ends forming an alignment axis 
therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; and 

a guide instrument mountable adjacent said proximal endsfof said pair of anchor 
extensions, said guide instrument including a guide member definjng a guide axis intersecting 
said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of anchcr extensions, wherein said guide member 
is rotatable around said proximal ends of said anc hor extensions while mounted thereto to 
reposition said guide axis relative to said anchor oxteris ions while maintaining said guide axis in 
intersecting relation with said alignment axis, wherein iiaid guide instrument includes a mounting 
assembly coupled with said guide member, said mounting assembly being removably mounted to 



said pair of anchor extensions and said mounting 



ends of said pair of anchor extensions and clampdble thereto and skid guide instrument includes 
a coupling member rotatably coupled to said momting 1 clamp assembly adjacent said proximal 



end of one of said anchor extensions, said coupling member extending from said rotatable 
connection with said mounting e tamp-assembly to a coupling portlbn, said guide member being 
rotatably coupled to said coupling portion of said < 



Claims 17-45 (Cancelled) 



assembly is positionable about said proximal 



coupling member. 



the animal subject, 
;tal 



46. (Currently amended) A system for pl^cemejit 
comprising: 

a pair of anchor extensions engageable to 
including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal enlds forming 
therebetween when engaged to the animal subject 

a guide instrument mountable adjacent said proximal 
extensions, said guide instrument including a guide 
said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of anchojr 
movable relative to said pair of anchor extensions while 
intersecting relation with said alignment axis, wherein 
assembly coupled with said guide member, wherein 
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member 



lefin] pg 



ends 
d 

extensio 
maintaining 
i^aid guide 



each anchor extension 
an alignment axis 



Jof said pair of anchor 

a guide axis intersecting 
js, said guide member being 

said guide axis in 
instrument includes a mounting 
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said mounting assembly is removably mounted to skid pair of anchor extensions; 



said mounting assembly includes a mounting mem ter and a coupling member 
rotatably mounted to and extending proxiinally from said mounting member with said 

i ; 

mounting member being removably mourited between saicjjpair of anchor extensions 
along a mounting axis ; and 

said guide member is coupled to skid coupling meiiiber at a location offset 



proximallv of said proximal ends of said anchor extensions to permit said guide member 



to rotate 360 degrees around said mountirlg member when 



said mounting member is 



mounted between said pair of anchor extensions . 



47. (Previously presented) The system o 
removably mounted to said mounting member. 

48. (Previously presented) The system of 
pivotally coupled to said coupling member about 



claim 46, wherein said coupling member is 



claim 46, whereiln said guide member is 
a hinge axis offset from said mounting axis. 



49. (Previously presented) The system of claim 48, where|n said guide member includes 
a bore extending along said guide axis. 



50. (Currently amended) The system of claim 46, whereir 
rotatably and removably r e movabl e coupled to said mounting m< 
extending through a bore of said mounting member, said bore 
axis. 



51. (Currently amended) The system of c 
anchor in an animal subject, comprising: 

a pair of anchor extensions engageable to 



including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal ends forming an alignment axis 



therebetween when engaged to the animal subject: 
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aim ,50, wherein 



I I 



A system for placement of an 



the animal subject each anchor extension 



said coupling member is 
iber with a mounting pin 
along said mounting 



extending 
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a guide instrument mountable adjacent said prbximal ends 



Hon 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

of said pair of anchor 



extensions, said guide instrument including a guide member defining a guide axis intersecting 



^ EB 0 7 2008 



'said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of anchor extensions, said guide member being 



movable relative to said pair of anchor extensions while maintainil 



intersecting relation with said alignment axis, wherein* said guide Instrument includes a mounting 



assembly coupled with said guide member, wherein: [ 

said mounting assembly is removably mounted to 



g said guide axis in 



id pair of anchor extensions; 



said mounting assembly includes a mounting memfeer and a coupling member 



rotatablv mounted to and extending proximalh 



from said mounting member with said 



mounting member being removably mounted between saidlpair of anchor extensions 
along a mounting axis; I 

said coupling member is rotatablv and t emovable cbupled to said mounting 
member with amounting pin extending through a bore of Jaid mounting member, said 
bore extending along said mounting axis; and : 

said mounting pin includes a distal portion positiori^ble in said bore, said distal 
portion including a pair of longitudinal fingersjand a slot b Ltween said fingers 



52. (Currently amended) The system of clairhjsi, wherei 
include a radial projection p roj e cting engageable to said mounting 
pin is positioned through said bore. 



said pair of fingers each 
member when said mounting 



of said 



54. (Previously presented) The system of claiip 
element releasably engageable to said distal portion 
being positionable along said alignment axis with said 
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53. (Previously presented) The system of claim 46, furthei 
including a proximal portion pivotally mountable adjacent said pr< 
anchor extensions and a distal portion extending transversely to said proximal portion, said distal 
portion being movable about said proximal ends of said pair of an( 
said proximal portion relative thereto. 



comprising an inserter 
ximal ends of said pair of 



hor extensions by pivoting 



53, further 
inserte 
inserter. 



comprising a connecting 
; said connecting element 
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55. (Previously presented) The system of claim 54, where h said connecting element is a 



rod. 



56. (Previously presented) The system of claim 55, furthei 
each including a distal portion engageable to a bony segment of th 
anchors further each including a proximal receiver portion definin 
along the alignment axis, said pair of anchor extensions being moijbtable 
one of said receiver portions of said anchors. 



Jt, each anchor extension 
an alignment axis 

of said pair of anchor 



57. (Previously presented) The system of claim 56, wherejjn said pair of anchors are 
multi-axial screws. 

58. (Currently amended) A system for placement of an an ;hor in an animal subject, 
comprising: 

a pair of anchor extensions engageable to the animal subjef 
including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal ends forming \ 
therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; and 

a guide instrument mountable adjacent said proximal ends 
extensions, said guide instrument including a guide member defini ig a guide axis intersecting 
said alignment axis when mounted to said pair of anchor extensior s, said guide member being 
movable relative to said pair of anchor extensions while maintain! ig said guide axis in 
intersecting relation with said alignment axis, wherein said guide i istrument includes a mounting 
assembly coupled with said guide member and said mounting asse nbly is removably mounted to 
and positionable about said proximal ends of said pair of anchor e: tensions and clampable 
thereto, wherein said guide instrument includes a coupling membe : rotatably coupled to said 
mounting a clamp assembly adjacent said proximal end of one of s aid anchor extensions, said 
coupling member extending from said rotatable connection with si id mounting e tefflp-assembly 
to a coupling portion, said guide member being rotatably coupled p said coupling portion of said 
coupling member. 



comprising a pair of anchors 
animal subject, said pair of 
a passageway alignable 
with a corresponding 
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Claim 59 (Cancelled) 



60. (Previously presented) The system of claim 58, furthe comprising an inserter 

■ i • > 

including a proximal portion pivotally mountable adj^6ent said proximal ends of said pair of 
anchor extensions and a distal portion extending transversely to said proximal portion, said distal 
portion being movable about said proximal ends of said pair of an hor extensions by pivoting 
said proximal portion relative thereto. i j 



61. (Previously presented) The system of claith 60, furthe ' comprising a connecting 
element releasably engageable to said distal portion of said inserte r s said connecting element 

L 

being positionable along said alignment axis with saicj inserter. 



62. (Previously presented) The system of claijn 61 > where n said connecting element is a 



rod. 



63. (Previously presented) The system of claijn 61, furthel* comprising a pair of anchors 
each including a distal portion engageable to a bony segment of th 3 animal subject, said pair of 
anchors further each including a proximal receiver portion definin * a passageway alignable 
along the alignment axis, said pair of anchor extensions being moiptable with a corresponding 
one of said receiver portions of said anchors. ' J ; f j 

i 



r 



64. (Previously presented) The system of ciaifh 63, where n said pair of anchors are 



multi-axial screws. 



Claims 65-66 (Cancelled) 



Li! 

I 



67. (Currently amended) A system for plac]enlfent of an anjbhor in an animal subject, 
comprising: 
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a pair of anchor extensions engageable to 
including a proximal end and a distal end, said dist; 
therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; 

a guide instrument mounted to said ariphor 
said pair of anchor extensions, said guide insti|umer !t 

axis intersecting said alignment axis when mojuntedl| 

i ; i. 

said guide member is movable relative to saidjproxijfr 

i 

mounted thereto to reposition said guide axis 
maintaining said guide axis in intersecting relation 
instrument includes a mounting assembly coupled 
assembly being removably mounted to said pair 
assembly includes a mounting member and a couplib^ 
extending proximally from said mounting member, 



the animal subje rt, each anchor extension 



mounted between said pair of anchor extensions alc^gija mounting axis, wherein said guide 
member is coupled to said coupling member at a lo sation offset pi pximally of said proximal ends 



of said anchor extensions to permit said guide mem 



rati to rotate 3( 0 degrees around said 



mounting member when said mounting member is mounted between said pair of anchor 



extensions . 



68. (Previously presented) The system of c 
removably mounted to said mounting member 



69. (Previously presented) The systeri of cl|im 67, where in said guide member is 



;iut a 



pivotally coupled to said coupling member ab! 



70, (Previously presented) The system of c 
a bore extending along said guide axis. 



|f ^nds forming an alignment axis 

\t. tl 
alid 

i" I 

extensions adja pent to said proximal ends of 

including a g aide member defining a guide 

'i 

jsaid pair of anchor extensions, wherein 
ends of sa d anchor extensions while 
sj to said anch< r extensions while 
jjiih said align aent axis, wherein said guide 
\&tl said guide member, said mounting 
of euichor extensi< ns and said mounting 
member ro atably mounted to and 
iaad mounting member being removably 



7 1 . (Currently amended) The system M c\t fnj; 
rotatably and removably r emovabl e coupled! tji saic 



Response to non-Final Office Action 
Serial No. 10/674,036 
Attorney Docket No. MSDM37/PC977.00 
Page 10 of 15 



ii 



@014 



Sim 67, where n said coupling member is 



tj^e axis oflf^pt from said mounting axis. 

i\, 

ain 69, where in said guide member includes 



67, whereii said coupling member is 
rr jDunting meihber with a mounting pin 
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extending through a bore of said mounting member, 



axis. 



72. (Currently amended) The system j pf claim V lj, wher e in A system for placement of an 



anchor in an animal subjects comprising: j 

a pair of anchor extensions engageable to the abimal subie 



including a proximal end and a distal end, said distal ends forming 



therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; 



a guide instrument mounted to said anchor e 



said pair of anchor extensions, said guide instrument inc 



^tensions adjacent to said proximal ends of 



axis intersecting said alignment axis when mounted 



io 



said guide member is movable relative to saidlproxirndll ends of said anchor extensions while 



mounted thereto to reposition said guide axisjfelativb tb said ancb 



maintaining said guide axis in intersecting relation wit l.said align aent axis, wherein said guide 



instrument includes a mounting assembly cqjujpldd witt 



assembly being removably mounted to said p&ir jof aindftiir extensions and said mounting 



assembly includes a mounting member and ajcoupling 



extending proximallv from said mounting mefaitier, kaiid rnountingBmember being removably 



mounted between said pair of anchor extensions 



said coupling member is rotatably ark remov al >l v coupled to said mounting member with 



a mounting pin extending through a bore of said 



Claim 73 (Cancelled) 

74. (Currently amended) A system f$ c pjlacein 
comprising: 
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said mounting axis: and 

said mounting pin includes a distal p!j>rti<j>n r^o^tijonable 
including a pair of longitudinal fingers and a 



in said bore, said distal portion 
s lot between said fin jers. 



along 



mo 



a 



said 



bore extending along said mounting 



;t each anchor extension 



said pair of anchor extensions, wherein 



rrlember ro atably mounted to and 



a [mounting axis, wherein: 



an alignment axis 



uding a e aide member defining a guide 



r extensions while 



Jaid guide member, said mounting 



mi in 



5nt of an an :hor in an animal subject, 



g membe r. said bore extending along 
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a pair of anchor extensions engageablq to! the animal subje 



including a proximal end and a distal end, said d 



therebetween when engaged to the animal subject; [and 



a guide instrument mounted to said anchoTijext* hsions adjacent 
said pair of anchor extensions, said guide instrument ii eluding a 
axis intersecting said alignment axis when mounted to 



t, each anchor extension 
|stal e^djs forming an alignment axis 



} it 



said pair of anchor 
said guide member is movable relative to said prDximall ends of sa 
mounted thereto to reposition said guide axis rjshltijj/e t >;|jaid anchc r 
maintaining said guide axis in intersecting relatic jniiwit i said align] lent 

instrument includes a mounting assembly couple k \vitl said guide memb 

i j ■ 



extensic ns 



assembly being removably mounted to said pair 

i • 

assembly is positionable about said proximal endSs jof skijti pair 
clampable thereto and said guide instrument inclfujes a coupling n 



bflanciior 

i 



wth 



said mounting a clamp assembly adjacent saidiptoxim^l^nd of on 
said coupling member extending from said rotai 
assembly to a coupling portion, said guide merril 
portion of said coupling member. 



plje cc Hj jection 
eijbei ij|;]rotatablj 



i !' 



g lide 
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to said proximal ends of 
member defining a guide 
extensions, wherein 
d anchor extensions while 
extensions while 

axis, wherein said' guide 
er, said mounting 
and said mounting 
extensions and 
ember rotatably coupled to 
of said anchor extensions, 

said mounting e tesnp 
coupled to said coupling 
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